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“Models” is intended as a call to slow down the
design process of architecture. Contemporary archi-
tecture relies less on model making and more 
on rendering with computer programs. Does this 
circumstance lead to architecture loosing its 
sensitivity and sensuality? The architect’s creative
process should be to design with the help of 
their own hands, rather than with a controller. 
Otherwise, a certain creative design process, 
which involves the use of craftmanship techniques
and the physical examination of materials, will 
vanish. A detachment from error-free 3D renderings 
should be regarded as an opportunity to expand 
one's own imagination, which in turn can open 
up space for new ideas. In this sense, physical mod-
eling o� ers advantages that may not be imm-
ediately apparent, but subsequently make it indis-
pensable for a sustainable architectural practice. The 
topic will be addressed in a symposium and an ex-
hibition featuring contributions from distinguished 
professionals and � rms in the � eld of architecture.

Symposium

“Thinking within Models” is a symposium con-
cerned with the use of models in architecture.
Thanks to the cooperation between Forum Stadtpark,
Graz University of Technology and Diskursiv, the 
content addressed will not only appeal to archi-
tecture students and architects, but also to people 
from outside the � eld. A special feature of the 
symposium are the clear subtopics; each speaker 
has been assigned a selected term. Therefore the 
lectures are not a typical show of their work, but 
a direct positioning vis-à-vis the model building 
discourse. Among other subjects the actual physical 
work with models will be presented from di� erent 
perspectives with the terms Precision, Manual
work, Scale and Construction. In contrast thereto 
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11:15
Purpose

Angelika Hinterbrandner

Angelika Hinterbrandner speaks about the economic 
conditions and means of everyday model building 
practices and thereby tries to broaden the general 
discussion by asking about the economic purpose of 
the architecture model.

10:50
Method 

Wolfgang List 

In his doctoral thesis “Designing with Models”, 
Wolfgang List dealt intensively with model building 
and its methodology. During the symposium, his 
work in the � eld of design theory will be discussed 
in the context of everyday architecture.

10:25
Manual work
Anna Staudt 

Anna Staudt will talk about the relationship between 
her manual modelling work in and outside the � eld of 
architecture, and to what extent her profession as stone-
mason is in� uenced by her work as a model maker.

10:00
Precision

Bernd Grimm 

Bernd Grimm creates tools that can be considered 
unique. During his long collaboration with O.M. 
Ungers, he created a series of iconic alabastar plaster 
models.

14:00
Myth

Vlad Ionescu

Vlad Ionescu’s lecture deals with the artistic e� ect and 
the role of imagination in exchange with the craft of 
design. He will discuss this topic using speci� c examples 
of model making.

14:50
Representation

Ellena Ehrl and Tibor Bielicky

Ellena Ehrl and Tibor Bielicky will present a thesis that 
aims to show how models can be misused. An over-
lay between drawings, graphics, short � lms and models 
will provide an insight of their working method.

15:15
Construction 

Malgorzata Maria Olchowska (Gosia)

Gosia Olchowska is intensively dedicated to model 
making. Her very particular design process balances 
between control and randomness and places a strong 
focus on the substructures of models. She will provide 
insights that relate to teaching, working in an archi-
tectural � rm and as a model maker.

terms such as Method, Purpose, Myth and Represen-
tation will provide a theoretical starting point 
for the discussion. Thus, the symposium “Thinking
within Models” can be viewed as a joint thought 
process in addition to dealing with the material and 
immaterial dimensions of the topic.

Exhibition

Works by Leonhard Panzenböck, Ellena Ehrl & 
Tibor Bielicky, Jasmin Monschein & Marry-Ann 
Lackner as well as 85 contributions from interna-
tional architecture o�  ces.

14:25
Scale

Caspar Frenken and Benjamin Groothuijse

Caspar Frenken and Benjamin Groothuijse will talk 
about the importance of scale in model making. It will 
focus on the possibilities of using di� erent sizes to 
seduce the viewer, how a scale builds up expectation 
and how the di� erent ways of using it can generate 
new perspectives.
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